Stereotypes in comics. The Andy Capp case.

A stereotype is a commonly held public belief about specific social groups, or types of individuals. Stereotypes are standardized and simplified conceptions of groups, based on some assumptions or from everyday life and experience. Stereotypes act like codes that give audiences a quick, common understanding of a person, group of people or types of behavior. A stereotype can be 'positive' or 'negative'.
There are different categories of stereotypes. Racial, wartime, gender, ethnic, for different nationalities, sexually oriented etc.  Behaviours concerning all groups of people also work as stereotypes.  Spousal abuse, other violent crimes, as well as excessive alcohol consumption, bad driving habits are also elements related to the stereotype. Stereotype high respected heroes are also Superman, Spiderman and Zorro, guys who do what they do with their super powers for the sake of doing what is right. 

The Andy Capp comic strip is one focusing on regional as well as gender stereotypes. Andy Capp is a working class figure, living in North-East England. His hobbies include pigeon racing, darts, snooker, football, occasionally cricket and rugby, betting on horses, getting drunk (often falling in the canal and, always, seven nights a week, arriving home late as a result), fishing (and not catching anything bigger than a goldfish), womanising, lying on the sofa and fighting with his long-suffering wife Flo. He was always seen with a cigarette dangling from his lip and that until the 1980s, perhaps because this was when his creator gave up smoking himself. The name is a pun on handicap, as well as his physical appearance, Andy's trademark is his cloth flat cap which is always pulled down over his face. 

Andy and Florrie are always on the verge of poverty. Andy is unemployed and lacks motivation, rent on the house and contents are constantly in arrears, and Percy the rent collector despairs of ever being paid. Somehow, they always manage to recover it, and Andy is always able to afford beer and betting, usually by borrowing from Flo. Flo's mother, an unseen character, is often engaged in conversation at the door, but never actually comes inside or is physically seen in the comic strip. Flo's mum is often the subject of Andy's pointed barbs about her weight and less-than-sunny disposition, but she has been known to give as good as she gets. Flo has an older sister, Polly, who is never seen. 
The strip is almost exclusively shown in one of three locations: the pub, the street, or in the Capp's house (generally with Andy on the couch and Flo yelling from the next room). Lesser visited places include the race track (although Andy frequently bets by listening to the radio, thus saving him the trip), marriage counseling (in one memorable cartoon, and the football pitch.

In the beginning the Andy Capp strip was accused of perpetuating stereotypes about Britain's Northerners, who are seen in other parts of England as chronically unemployed, dividing their time between the living room couch and the neighborhood pub, with a few hours set aside for fistfights at soccer games. Even his name is a perfect phonetic rendition of that region's pronunciation of the word "handicap" (which the cartoonist chose because a handicap is exactly what Andy is to his hard-working wife, Flo). But Smythe, himself a native of that region, had nothing but affection for his good-for-nothing protagonist, a fact which showed in his work. Since the very beginning, Andy has been immensely popular among the people he supposedly skewers. 

  Reg Smythe (1917–1998) was the British cartoonist who created the Andy Capp comic strip. Andy Capp, the pub dweller, kind of a pub resident who is never depressed, first appeared in the Daily Mirror newspaper of England in 1958.  Originally a single-panel cartoon, Smythe later expanded it to four panels.  It quickly became a favorite throughout the country, as readers everywhere could identify the good-for-nothing Andy and his smart-mouthed wife, Flo.
After being converted to strip format, and only within a year, the cartoon was appearing in 400 newspapers. Andy became Tuffa Viktor in Sweden, Willi Wacker in Germany, André Chapeau in France, and Kasket Karl in Denmark, though he remained "Andy Capp" in the US. 

Smyth received numerous awards, including Best British cartoon strip every year from 1961-1965; major awards in Italy in 1969, 1973 and 1978; and in the US, the National Cartoonists Society Best Strip award in 1974. In 2007 a bronze statue commemorating Andy Capp was erected Pub in Smyth's home town of Hartlepool. 

Reg Smythe wrote and drew Andy Capp, both daily and Sunday, until his death in 1998. Since then, the strip has been continued for years with Smythe's signature affixed to it. Since November, 2004, it's been signed by Roger Mahoney as artist and Roger Kettle as writer. Now, after more than 50 years in existence, Andy Capp has grown to be of the most popular comic strips in the world. It is printed in over 1,500 newspapers worldwide, in America and around the world, from Russia to Japan, Norway to Sri Lanka. It's translated into 13 different languages, proving that Andy's appeal goes far beyond the minor regional stereotype he supposedly represents.
In our age of globalization, Andy Capp has become part of our cultural heritage -- a character children and adults can instantly recognize and enjoy. He is the lazy, belligerent, unskilled at any socially acceptable occupation person who is usually drunk. Yet, he's popular and is one of the greatest successes in the comic history. 
We are members of the EU and we know that there exist stereotypes for almost all European nations, stereotypes attached to us all. We are all aware of jokes and funny stories heard almost everywhere in Europe. As a joke and totally ironically they say that: 
The perfect European is: as talkative as a Finn, as famous as a Luxembourger, as sober as an Irish, as available as a Belgian, as humble as a Spaniard, as flexible as a Swedish, as patient as the Austrian, as humorous as the German, technical like the Portuguese, discreet like the Danes, controlled like the Italians, generous like the Dutch and organized like the Greek. Here is a conversation between a Japanese and a Bulgarian. The Japanese:  I work 3 hours per day for myself, 3 hours per day - for the Emperor and 3 more hours - for Japan. The Bulgarian: - I work 3 hours for myself, Emperor - we don’t have, and why the hell do I have to work for Japan?!

European jokes are also popular. One example: A prize was to be awarded for the first person to discover a horse with black and white stripes like a zebra. A German, a Frenchman, an Englishman and a Spaniard participated hoping to win the prize of 1,000,000 euros. The German decided to spend weeks in the National library researching into horses with black and white stripes. The Englishman went straight to a shop in Piccadilly which specialises in hunting gear, bought all the equipment necessary and set off for Africa in his quest for this strange creature. The Frenchman bought himself a horse and painted it black and white. The Spaniard went to the best restaurant he knew in Madrid, ordered an expensive meal for himself with a fine bottle of wine; after the meal he ordered an expensive Havana cigar and a Napoleon brandy, sat in a luxurious arm-chair in the hotel and began to consider what he would do with the 1,000,000 euros once he had found this remarkable horse with black and white stripes.  
Words like this are found in many newspapers: In heaven, police are British, cooks are French, engineers are German, administrators are Swiss, and lovers Italian. In hell, police are German, cooks are British, engineers are Italian, administrators are French and lovers Swiss.
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