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Lesson: ONOMATOPOEIA
Onomatopoeia through languages

Summary of the activity

Total time: 1 and 1/2 sessions
Level:  All levels in the learner’s own language B1-B2 in foreign languages    
         

All languages 

Global objectives 

· the first global and the most important objective will be to reinforce the similarities among countries through onomatopoeia.

· the learner will be able to identify onomatopoeia in a comic.

· the learner will be able to give a definition of  onomatopoeia in her/his own words.

· the learner will be able understand the definition of onomatopoeia given in a dictionary.

· the learner will be able to give as many onomatopoeic words in as many languages as he/she knows for the situations given by the teacher.

· the learner will be able to find similarities and differences in the different languages of the partners in the project and English.

	Timing
	Skills
	Preparation and material
	Procedure
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	Activity 1
	Learners are placed in groups of three or four for the whole activity.

Once the comic has been read, the teacher asks the learners to identify as many onomatopoeia as they can in document 1.

They look for them, they write them, and they say them. They are also written on the board.
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	Activity 2
	The teacher asks what an onomatopoeia is. Each group has to write and read a definition of onomatopoeia in his/her own words.

Then, each student is given a definition of onomatopoeia.

They compare both, their own and Oxford Dictionary’s definition.
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	Activity 3
	Learners are given activity 3. They are told to write onomatopoeia for these situations. In their language and in as many languages as they can.

The result is written on the board.
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	Activity 4
	The teacher hands out activity 4 (the list of onomatopoeia previously worked out by all teams).

First, learners have to look for the onomatopoeia for the situations in activity 3, and see how they are produced in every language.

Then, they take a look at all the onomatopoeia looking for differences and similarities.
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	The learners’ production.
	Finally, the learners are encouraged to explain the differences and similarities they have found.

The teacher tries to link this idea of similarity in onomatopoeia (linguistic similarities) to similarities in other areas (culture, breaking stereotypes, etc.) in order to work with transversal items.
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