THE HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF COMICS
What are comics? Comics, the so called ‘ninth art’,  are a graphic medium in which images are put in line in order to create a sequential narrative, in other words in order to create a story. Comics do not necessarily apply to funny stories but to all uses of this medium including those which are far from comic. The word ‘Comics’ derives from the Greek word κωμικός pertaining to comedy.
There are two key distinct elements used to define comics as an art form: the combination of both word and image; and the placement of images in sequential order. The purpose of comics is certainly that of narration, and so that must be an important factor in defining this art form. Comics, as sequential art, emphasize the pictorial representation of a narrative. 
The images that are usually laid out within borders are known as panels. Sometimes comics have only one panel but in most cases there are more than one. In this case of more than one panels we refer to the comic strip. The panel is the individual frame; one single drawing that depicts a single moment. A panel consists of one drawing. A comic strip consists of more than one panel. Comic strips in daily newspapers typically consist of either four panels or three panels all of the same size.
There are various devices used in comics. There are speech balloons or bubbles or dialogue balloons. Those carry the speech, the words spoken of a given character, of the hero of the comic. The thought balloon on the other hand indicates and carries the thoughts of the characters. There is also the narrative box. Sometimes there are captions, words written underneath the image. In panels sometimes there are also motion lines. 
Every comic has a text to rely on its story. Texts use ambiguity, symbolism (use of symbols) and there are also literary techniques (the style of the author, plot, setting, theme, the dialogues etc). The layout and the style of lettering are also important and distinctive of every comic.

There is a whole creative team behind a comic.  The writer writes the words in the balloons but the letterer is the artist who places word balloons and captions (the words written underneath the image) on the finished artwork and fills them with words based on the script. Sometimes there is a also a colourist.
Narrative illustration or sequential art has existed for many centuries ago. The creation of a train of images put one after the other to create a story has a very long history. According to bibliography historians recognize some very important milestones in this route. Early precursors of comics as they are known today are Egyptian hieroglyphs, Greek friezes and vases, Rome's Trajan's Column, the Arch of Gallerius in Thessaloniki, medieval tapestries, large paintings and murals in European churches, Epinal’s paintings, and illustrated manuscripts. All these demonstrate the use of sequential images and words combined to make a narrative. 
History recognizes first the ‘books of the dead’ created about 3000 BC in ancient Egypt. Ancient Egyptians wanted their dead upon their leave to the underworld to carry a ‘book’ with them, a ‘book’ with tips and advice on how to manage their living down there.  Those ‘books’ actually papyrus were found alongside with mummies. They were funerary texts.  They describe the ancient Egyptian conception of the afterlife and include collections of hymns, and instructions to allow the deceased to pass through obstacles in the afterlife. They were most commonly written on a papyrus scroll and placed in the coffin or burial chamber of the deceased. They were often prefabricated in funerary workshops, with spaces being left for the name of the deceased to be written in later. They were full of images that illustrated the text and which were mandatory. The images were so important that often the text is cut to fit the space available under the image. Whereas the quality of the miniatures is usually done at a high level, the quality of the text is often very bad. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BD_Hunefer.jpg
Then we proceed to ancient Greece. In ancient Greek architecture, temples and public buildings possess the so-called frieze. The frieze was a wide section made of marble which sat on top of the walls just underneath the roof. Friezes were created to both decorate and support the upper part of buildings. Usually friezes were decorated with bas reliefs. Friezes have survived in many ancient Greek and later on Roman buildings, the Parthenon Frieze on the Acropolis of Athens being the most famous. 

 This frieze was 160 m long and was on top of the external columns of the Parthenon temple. The Parthenon frieze made of fine marble sculpture was created to decorate and support the upper part of the temple. 
The story of the sculpture is to be connected with a ceremonial procession which took place in Athens every four years as part of a great festivity, actually the most important religious holiday dedicated to the Goddess Athena, protector of the city.  It was a celebration of special splendor and solemnity extending over a number of days with many public events and combined with musical contests, theatrical performances and athletic games. This feast started with a long procession to deliver the newly woven garment to the Goddess. This procession as well as its preparation are depicted in this sculpture. It is a continuous band of sculpture in low relief, 160 metres long  which includes figures of Gods, animals and of 360 people. It was created in the mid 5th century BC. 

Maidens carrying the holy garment lead the procession. There are marshals getting dressed, men preparing horses, warriors in full armory, horsemen in lines, chariots in rapid movement, beardless young men, horse chariots with their charioteers ready to participate in the procession. Also the elderly carrying olive branches, groups of musicians playing either the lyra (kind of a guitar) or the flute. Men carrying water vessels, tray bearers with gifts to the Goddess, young girls and boys carrying trays containing offerings and the sacrificial animals cows and sheep. Women with the utmost beauty and grace carrying the vessels to be used in the sacrifice, baskets with offerings and wine jars. There is also an assembly of Gods, the twelve Gods are shown taller then the rest of the figures and all seated except Zeus who is sitting on his throne. Goddess Athena is sitting beside him. This sculpture is actually a masterpiece of ancient Greek art.  In 1801, the British Ambassador at Constantinople  and during a whole decade he looted the majority of the sculptural decorations of the Parthenon frieze. The detachment of the sculptures caused further irreparable damage to what was left of the building, as some of the frieze blocks were sawn in half to lessen their weight for shipment to England. The largest part of the frieze is exhibited at the British Museum in London, the rest of it is in Athens. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cavalcade_west_frieze_Parthenon_BM.jpg http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cavalcade_west_frieze_Parthenon_BM.jpg

Ancient Greek pottery is also a great example of narrative illustration. Vases and vessels tell us the stories of religious feasts and ceremonies, scenes of everyday life and customary habits. 
In Rome, Trajan's Column is an early surviving example of a narrative told through the use of sequential pictures. It is a monument  column raised in honour of the Roman emperor Trajan. Completed in 113 AD, the freestanding column is most famous for its spiral bas relief, which commemorates Trajan's victory in various wars. The structure is about 30 meters high. A continuous frieze winds up around the column from base to the top. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Italien_Rom_Trajansaeule_sb1.JPG 
In Thessaloniki survives another fine example of narrative illustration. The Arch of Gallerius, actually a fine arch in the centre of Thessaloniki was erected in 300 AD by the Roman Governor Gallerius’ to remind the people of his successes in various military campaigns. It was built of stone and each of its thick piers is covered with four zones of stone reliefs. These rows of sculpture demonstrate his campaigns in the East. The Arch is unique as regards the wealth of representations on relief decorations. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Thessaloniki-Arch_of_Galerius_(eastern_face).jpg 
http://www.faculty.de.gcsu.edu/%7Erviau/ids/Artworks/thessgal05.html
Some centuries later in Europe tapestries were sometimes used as a medium to tell stories the Bayeux Tapestry (Tapisserie de Bayeux) being the most famous. It is a 0.5 by 70 metres long embroidered cloth one of the oldest surviving complete tapestries in the world.wool It is embroidered in  yarn on a linen ground and was created in 1070 by Queen Matilda, the wife of William the Conqueror to decorate the cathedral of their city. The tapestry tells the story of the conquest of England by William the Conqueror, King of the Normans and depicts various scenes of the battle of Hastings which led to his gain of the throne of England. It is exhibited in a special museum in Bayeux, Normandy,France. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bayeux_Tapestry_4.jpg
Those same years paintings were also a common ground for sequential art. In Christian churches all over Europe large paintings and murals had themes from the Bible, the life of saints and of Jesus. 

In early 19th century a kind of sequential art was developed in various French cities. Popular large prints combined words and images and usually had religious themes, the life of saints, the Napoleonic history, political subjects and folk themes. They were sold on the streets, and the town of Épinal in north-eastern France (capital of the Vosges area) came to specialize in them. They were called Images d' Epinal. 
Comics as an art form and a real mass medium established itself in the late 19th and early 20th century. They appeared and were popularized in the pages of newspapers and magazines in the late 1890s. The combination of words and pictures proved popular, and quickly spread throughout the world. Comic strips were soon gathered into cheap booklets and original comic books soon followed. Today, comics are found in newspapers, magazines, comic books, graphic novels, and on the web. 

The term ‘comics’ was first used in 1985 by the American comics artist William Eisner in his book ‘Comics and Sequential Art’. William Eisner (1917 – 2005) was an acclaimed American comics writer and is considered one of the most important contributors to the development of the medium. His book provides an academic overview of comics. It is based on a series of essays; it is not presented as a teaching guide, but as a series of demonstrations of principles and methods. 
With the growth of computer processing power, there are now an increasing number of examples of comic books or strips where the art is made by using computers, either mixing it with hand drawings or replacing hand drawing completely. 
Famous and popular newspaper comic strips are: Peanuts, Garfield, Star wars, Donald Duck, the Flintstones, Little Lulu, Mickey Mouse, Mother Goose, Peter Rabbit, Popeye, Sherlock Holmes, Superman, Tarzan, Winnie the Pooh, The world of the Bible etc.
A growing number of universities around the world are recognizing the academic legitimacy of Comics Studies, leading to a greater amount of comics courses being offered at the college level. 
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