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Summary of the activity


Total time: 4 hours                            Levels: A2-B1                     All languages
More Resources - Activity 6             Levels: B2 –C2                       
Global Objectives:

· the learners will be able to talk about beliefs and superstitions

· the learners will become familiar with vocabulary related to this theme

· the learners will be able to discuss positive and negative traits

· the learners will reflect about their own feelings in such a situation and be able to guess about other people´s feelings 

· the learners will improve communication skills while working in group

· The learners will be able to write an essay about the implications superstitions might have in one´s life 
Methodology:

· exercises developing learner autonomy

· creative oral activities

· creative writing activities

· vocabulary broadening, answering and asking questions 

· discussions cooperative learning

Skills    
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	Timing 
	Skills
	Preparation and material
	Procedure

	15'
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	Activity 1 A
Mind map

Blackboard 


	Warm-up 

about beliefs and superstition and their meaning

Raising the question of believing in horoscope.



	15'
	[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image14.png]

	Activity 2

Clip Art Symbols
	Talking about luck symbols and writing “would” and “if” sentences.

Discussing about carrying a talisman or buying it as a gift.



	25'
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	Activity 3 

Zodiac signs cards

Blank cards
	 Getting to know class mates through zodiac signs.

Talking about positive traits.

Analyzing negative traits ´sentences which turned up to be positive ones.

	35'
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	Activity 4
Comic
	Describing the picture and talking about threats in general. Pair and group work.

	20'
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	Activity 5
Strips with expressions
	Group work.

Acting mimic to describe non-verbal beliefs.

Guessing meanings and contributing to expand and share new body language knowledge.



	60´
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	Activity 6
Questions for an argument
	Writing an essay about fears and superstitions in cooperative pair and group work.


ACTIVITY 1:Let´s talk about superstitions 
Warm up activity

For the tutor/teacher:

Ask the learners if they are superstitious.

Brainstorm whatever they came up to. Write on the board a mind map, taking care of writing beliefs and superstitions related words separated from one another. Ask for a definition of superstition. Can the students explain the difference between beliefs and superstitions? (Explain that considering a cow sacred as the Hindus do, is not the same as believing that a rabbit´s shoe and a horseshoe bring luck. The Hindu religion is a belief. The other ones are superstitions – rituals without religious or scientific basis).Trying to prevent the fear of bad luck lead to carrying or having talismans to influence good luck. You can simplify it by saying that superstitions involve fear (black cat=bad luck); concluding – everything you believe and fear is superstition and all you believe without fear, is belief. 

Encourage the students to talk about horoscope.

ACTIVITY 2 : Symbols
Writing “would” and “if” sentences 

For the tutor/teacher:
Form groups of 3

1. Hand out the worksheet about symbols. Ask students to reflect about the meanings of the symbols and together write sentences using “would” and/ or “if”

2. Discussing about carrying a talisman or rather giving it to a friend as a gift.

ACTIVITY 3: Getting to know your mates through zodiac signs 
Creativity and writing

For the tutor/teacher:

Hand out activity 3 sheets with the instructions for the zodiac sign cards.

Mix up the 12 cards, turn it face down and let each student choose one of them. 

Give them a blank card as well. 

If you´ve got a large class, divide students into pairs.

Tell them to perform part A and B according to their instructions.

Put students into pairs to work on part C. 

ACTIVITY 4: Use your imagination
Oral and written task – communication skills, cooperative learning

For the tutor/teacher

Ask the learners to answer the questions and to write down the answers about the comic.

Give them input whenever needed.

Encourage them to talk about their own fears.

 ACTIVITY 5: Luck and bad luck

Verbal and non-verbal communication, cooperative learning 

For the tutor/teacher
: 
1. Divide the class in two groups.
Give group A one strip with 4 expressions about beliefs. A volunteer will mime an expression and group B will try to guess its meaning.
Help the students to express themselves with appropriate vocabulary.
2. Encourage both groups to play further beliefs through gestures.

ACTIVITY 6: Essay         Level B2-C2
Writing an essay about the implications of fears and superstitions in people´s life

For the tutor/teacher:

1. Divide the class into pairs.
Give the learners activity 6 with the questions about superstitions.
Tell them to choose one of the questions and reflect about it, taking notes for an argument. 
Together they should write an essay.

2. After that, they will look for another pair that wrote about the same theme and get together in order to discuss, compare, revise and eventually, expand their work.

3. Students will pin the essays on the wall. Everyone will have the opportunity of reading and commenting it in open class.
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