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Total time: 110 minutes.

   Levels A2-B1       


  English 
Global objectives
· the learner will be familiarized with cross-cultural elements of superstition
· the learner will become familiar with idiomatic language in the TL
· the learner will broaden his/her vocabulary related to fun aspects of folk tradition
· the learner will activate his/her  creativity 

· the learner will be able to produce a short narrative

· the learner will be able to create a comic strip in order to communicate a joke
· the learner will improve communication skills in pair work
Methodology: 

· brainstorming
· word building exercises

· asking and answering questions

· filling in questionnaires, interpreting results

· pair work discussion

· cooperative learning

· creative writing activities
· creative oral activities
	Timing
	Skills
	Preparartion and material
	Procedure
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity I

Blackboard
	The teacher hands out the comic sheet and explains any unknown words (taunting=unstable, unreliable, ever changing). S/he asks learners to respond to the comic by answering the questions.
The teacher encourages a class discussion as  learners read their answers to the class
S/he writes keywords on the board and learners take notes.
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity II


	The teacher divides the class into pairs and explains the activity. Learners fill in the questionnaire in pairs and then report to class.
The teacher monitors the procedure and explains any unknown words. 
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity III

Blackboard


	The teacher reads out the definition and explains any unknown words. The teacher gives learners time to study the comic, then, s/he writes their answers on the blackboard. Students take notes. 

The teacher initiated class discussion on superstition that leads to the next activity. 
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	Learner’s sheet

Brainstorming

Blackboard

	The teacher introduces the three given words and lets learners brainstorm and fill in the spider diagram. Then, the teacher writes the best answers on the blackboard and supplements with related vocabulary.
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity IV

Blackboard
(Homework assignment)
	The teacher makes sure learners understand the activity and vocabulary.  Then, s/he gives learners time to interact and fill in the chart. The learners discuss in groups or pairs. The teacher monitors the activity and checks the learners’ answers.
When the chart is completed the teacher starts a class discussion on superstitious routines/practices, rituals and writes the learners’ ideas on the board.
The learners take notes.
Optional activity: Have students perform an Internet search to find more on British supestitions. 
Allow for 20’  in the next lesson for them to present their findings
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity V

Instructions for student A and B
pins
blackboard
	Divide the class into pairs. Decide which learners will be Student A and Student B.

Read the instructions with the class. Make sure they understand the activity and give them time to be creative. Monitor the activity and help with vocabulary. Make sure students are not aware of their partner’s story and vice versa. If they cheat, role playing will not be spontaneous and will probably not generate laughter 
Role play: The learners act out their comics with their partners. The teacher organizes a vote on the funniest story. Learners select the best story and the teacher pins it up on the blackboard.


Warming up: 

ACTIVITY I: Local Weather
Look at the comic and discuss.
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By courtesy of  http://www.quiddlebee.com/comics/local-weather/

Do you like the comic? Do you find it funny? Why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

The title of the comic is “Local Weather”. Can you explain why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

How do you think the comic character feels?

unlucky, disappointed, sad………………………………………………………………

What does a weatherman do?

…presents the weather news (forecast) on TV, predicts the weather …………………………………………………………………………………………

Can we predict the weather? What else do we try to predict?  

………………………future, fate, destiny, luck/fortune, ……………………………..

ACTIVITY II: How superstitious are you?

Pair work 

In pairs, ask and answer the questions below and take notes. Then, swap roles. Report to class.  

	1. Do you believe in good/bad luck?
	Yes

   
	No
	

	2. Do you believe in fate?
	Yes


	No 
	

	3. Do you think people have control over their fate?
	Yes

 
	No  
	Explain

……………………………………………

……………………………………………                        

	4. Do you do things just for good luck?  
	Yes
	No
	Explain

	5. Are there any ways to avoid bad luck?
	Yes
	No 
	Explain



	6. Can a person bring you bad luck?
	Yes
	No
	Explain



	7. What was/will be the luckiest day of your life? 
	
	No Answer

 
	Explain

	8. What was/will be a situation of bad luck?
	
	No Answer
	Explain


If your partner answers “Yes” to most of the above questions then s/he is a very superstitious person!

Have learners evaluate their partner’s scores and have them present their partner to class.  Alternatively, you can have them practice indirect speech patterns by asking them to narrate their partner’s experiences (like the answer to question 7)
ACTIVITY III: Luck is fickle      

Comprehension- Production
Below there is a definition of the word superstition taken from a dictionary entry. 

Study the definition and comic and try to spot objects inside the comic strip that relate to the concept of superstition. List them below. 

	Superstition n.
    Superstition is belief in things that are not real or possible, for example magic. 

	Collins Cobuild Lingea Lexicon, ver 3.1 Copyright © 1997- 2001 Lingea s.r.o. All rights reserved.
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By courtesy of http://www.quiddlebee.com/comics/luck-is-fickle/
.........Key : (black) cat, ladder, horseshoe, nail, .............................
WORD BUILDING: Brainstorming
Now think of as many words as you can associated with superstition / bad luck. 

Compare your answers to your partner’s and take notes.






     RELIGION
      DEMONS

      PAGAN      
ACTIVITY IV: Top 10 superstitions!
Vocabulary development & Class discussion

Vocabulary development & Class discussion

With your partner’s help, fill in the chart with the most common superstitions among the British. Choose from the words below. Check your answers with the rest of the class. Then, discuss their use and/or meaning. 

How do you say these expressions in your language? 

Have you got any other expressions for the same situation? 

Discuss and take notes.

1. crossed
2. shoes

3. ladder

4. wish

5. salt

6. make

7. crosses
8. touch/knock on 
9. umbrella
10. blow

Encourage discussion on different ways to respond to the same “suspicious” situation across cultures (like in the case of spilt salt). Talk about concepts and connotations/ associations and language universals. For example, does a black cat have demonic connotations everywhere in the world?
	EXPRESSION
	USED FOR/TO/WHEN…
	BRINGS …
	EXPRESSED IN MY

LANGUAGE AS:
	RELATED EXPRESSIONS IN MY

LANGUAGE

	to walk under a (1)……………..
	
	
	
	

	to (2)………./……………... 
wood 
	
	
	
	

	(3) ……………….……… a (4)……………..……………
	When you

(5)………………

out birthday candles 
	
	
	

	keep your fingers 

(6)…………………………
	Said to  bring good luck to a person
	
	
	

	when a black cat 

(7)………..……………..

your path
	
	
	
	

	throw spilt (8)…………….. over your left shoulder  
	
	
	
	

	Friday the 13th 
	
	Bad luck

(unlucky day)
	
	

	to open an (9)………………

indoors
	
	
	
	

	to put (10)…………………. on a table
	
	a family argument/

death to a family member 
	
	

	to salute a lone magpie
	When meeting a magpie to protect against bad luck


	
	
	


Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2008 Princeton University, Farlex Inc
Homework assignment

· Search the web for the origin of the above superstitions

·  In European folk culture magpies are associated with a number of superstitions and rituals. Find as many superstitions as you can related to magpies and prepare a short presentation for class discussion.
ACTIVITY V: Creative Writing Practice
Go back to the comic and study it. What do you think happened? Which action took place first and what followed? With your partner decide on a name for the characters in the comic strip i.e. Mike and Tom. Then, work separately following instructions A and B. 

Student A

Try to work out what the characters are saying.

Try to generate a joke.

You may want to think about the title and the play of words

 i.e. fickle= unstable/ undependable luck, “fickle ladder” etc.

Don’t show your answers to your partner yet. 

Student B

Write a background story about the comic. (Say what had happened, what followed next etc.)

Use your imagination as much as you can i.e. when Tom discovered it was a horseshoe, he called the police but…….

Use time expressions i.e. when, later on, afterwards etc.

Leave room for the end of your story when the two comic characters should speak. Introduce their words with expressions like: Tom screamed/ said: and Mike answered /replied/screamed back: ……

Role play
Now join your stories and act them out in class. Then, vote for the funniest story.

[image: image20.jpg]



By courtesy of http://www.quiddlebee.com/comics/luck-is-fickle/
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